PEMBROKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
PARENT NIGHT: TRANSITIONING TO PCMS

April 8, 2019
OUR MISSION:
To ensure student
achievement through
excellence in teaching and
learning.
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Principal: Donna McGarrigle
Assistant Principal: Tom Walsh
Guidance Counselors:
Erin Goitia & Joanne McClune
(grade 8)

(grade 7)

School Psychologist:
Bryanna Murphy
School Nurse: Joanne Earner
Secretaries: Maggie Glynn (Front Office)
Mary Sheehan (Guidance)
72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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PCMS: The Nuts & Bolts
Current enrollment: 463 students
Next year’s enrollment: 453 students
● Seventh graders: 234 students
● Eighth graders: 219 students
Team model:
● “school within a school”
Licensed content-area teachers
● ~35 faculty members
4 terms v. 3 trimesters
● ~mid-term progress reports
72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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PCMS: The Nuts & Bolts
School day: 7:20 am – 2:10 pm
Early Release Day: 10:55 am dismissal (no lunch served)
Students enter the building at 7:15 am
● Front door for drop-offs
● Cafeteria entrance for buses
● Visit lockers, then report to first class

Seven class periods a day
● 48 minutes
● Mid day extended period
● Lunch: 24 minutes
72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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PCMS: The Nuts & Bolts
Students tardy after 7:20 am
● Students sign the tardy book in the front office
● Obtain hall pass

Student Absence
● Parents should call in to report
● Send in a note the next day

Student Dismissal
● Parent note
● Students asked to identify which class they will
be dismissed from

Forgotten materials
● Drop off table in front office
72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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Courses [daily]
ELA: standard & accelerated
Math: standard & accelerated

Science 7: Ecology and the environment,

photosynthesis and cellular respiration, magnetism,
energy, earth systems and plate tectonics

Social Studies 7: Ancient Civilizations and the

Geography of Asia and Europe. Students complete a
major research paper project in the Spring. The course
ends with a study of Republican Democracy in Rome.

72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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World Languages:
Latin
French
Spanish
2 years of middle school = 1 year of
high school level
Standardized national exams taken in
grade 8

72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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STEM LAB
[every other day: 90 days]
Students use math, science and technology to
solve real world problems. Many hands on
activities and cooperative group work.
Designed to improve critical thinking and
problem solving skills.
We use the Project Lead the Way Design &
Modeling curriculum as one of the major units.
Students end the unit by designing a therapeutic
toy for a child with cerebral palsy.

72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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Physical Education
[every other day: 90 days]
Students will participate in a variety
of activities like basketball,
volleyball, badminton, handball,
and floor hockey. In the winter,
there is a unit on nutrition.
~ Students change for PE
~ Each student assigned a PE locker
72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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“There is the danger, probably the most common one, that
throughout the long years of going to school a child will never
acquire the enjoyment of work and pride in doing at least one kind
of thing really well.”
Erick H. Erickson, Identity Youth and Crisis

Why Electives?
Increased choice: recognition of
developing autonomy of preteens/teens
Match learners to interests
Allows for low risk exploration
More closely models typical high school
and college structure.
72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359

10

Term Electives

Intro to Rock Music
Students will learn how to play
rock music using the electric
guitar, electric bass, keyboard
and drums. Students view music
videos as models.

Exploring Piano
Students will learn to play the
piano keyboard. This course is
geared towards beginners.

Term Electives

Visual Arts
Art 7
Students produce meaningful & unique drawings,
paintings, prints, sculptures, etc.

2D/3D Art Design
Students work in the second and third-dimension by
creating sculptures, ceramic objects, models, etc. Mixed
grade elective.
72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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Term Elective

Performing Arts
Drama

Students will learn to explore the
fundamentals of drama and stage, study Greek
Theatre, and work cooperatively to produce,
write, direct, and act in small dramatic scenes.
Mixed grade elective

72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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Term Elective

MUSIC
TECHNOLOGY
Creating music through technology. Students will learn to
use computers and iPads, in conjunction with electronic
instruments and sound recording equipment, to create,
edit, and arrange music in a variety of settings. Projects
will include arranging music for film clips, producing a
music video, and recording a full-length song.

72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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Term Electives

Technology
Computer Programming I

Teaches algebraic and geometric concepts through coding and
programming in a real-world programming language. Students will
create a videogame of their own design as the course conclusion.

Computer Programming II

Goes deeper into the logic of computer programming. Students
learn to create more sophisticated programs by building events and
data structures that build on their foundational knowledge attained
by Computer Programming I.

Term Electives

Modern
Home
Economics
Students will learn basic cooking skills and research the cost
and nutritional benefits of cooking from scratch. Students will
also learn basic sewing skills, etiquette for employment and
social situations. Students will set up basic household budgets,
learning about different types of bank accounts, balancing
checkbooks, and the benefits of saving at an early age.

Term Electives

ENGINEERING:
SIMPLE
MACHINES
Students will use six simple machines throughout the
course. Students will further their use of the Engineering
Design Process by brainstorming, testing, and creating
machines like balloon cars, grape catapults ending in a final
project of a Rube Goldberg (chain reaction) machine.

Music
Band
Orchestr
a
Chorus

These music classes will meet for
the first 3 terms.
Student musicians will perform in
PCMS winter concerts & in March
district concerts.

72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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Music:

Term 4 electives

Rock/Pop Band
Rock/Pop Orchestra
Instrument students will have
the opportunity to select
popular or rock music to
perform

Contemporary Chorus
Students will have the
opportunity to sing popular &
A Capella songs
~ optional
~end of year mini concerts
72 Pilgrim Road, Pembroke, Massachusetts 02359
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So many
electives, so
little time
Students don’t always get the electives they want.
All electives aren’t offered every period.
But we encourage students to try different
electives. They may be surprised!

st

21 Century Skills
(60 days/year)
Taught by guidance counselors
Curriculum helps students develop communication,
collaboration, critical thinking, creativity and career
exploration skills.
•
•
•
•

Bullying & Social Conflict/Teasing
Study Skills
Career Exploration
Making Healthy Choices

Middle School
Supports
“The answer lies in preventing […]
failures, not in looking for better ways to
fix the people who are failing.”
William Glasser, Choice Theory

Middle School Supports

Literacy Enrichment:
A small-group class, focused on strengthening students’
reading skills, fluency, vocabulary, and writing skills.
Students identified based on teacher recommendations
and assessment scores.

Middle School Supports
Math Foundations:
A small-group math class,
focused on strengthening
students’ mathematical
reasoning and problem-solving
skills. Students identified
based on teacher
recommendations and
assessment scores.

Middle School Supports
Titan Time
Daily 35 minute block
Used for extra support & enrichment
Assigned a TT ‘home base’
~ 14-15 students
Schedule may change weekly
~ Enriching Students
Fluctuating schedule will begin several
weeks after the start of school.
Differentiated activities will begin after first term once students are settled in

Middle School
Supports

After school help
• Teachers are available after school on Mondays,
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays for students that need
extra help.
• There are ‘late buses’ for students to get home
(must have a bus pass).
• Late buses begin a few weeks after school starts.

Middle School
Supports
KID DAY: Team teachers, school psychologist,
guidance counselors and administrators meet weekly
to discuss and review any student concerns.

STUDENT UPDATE MEETING: Principal, assistant
principal, school nurse, guidance counselors, and
school psychologist meet weekly to review and
discuss student concerns.

Middle School
Supports

~available to provide emotional,
academic and/or organizational
support
~individual student check-ins
4x/year

PCMS Sample Schedule
Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Ela
Math
Social Studies
Science
World Language or Literacy/Math Foundations
10:37- 11:58 LUNCH BLOCK
PE

STEM Lab

PE

STEM Lab

PE

STEM Lab

elective #1

elective #1

12:47-1:22 TITAN TIME
21st Century 21st Century
skills
skills

elective #1

elective #1

Rotating Schedule
Students are walked through the
schedule and how it works.
Day 1 starts with period 1 and
followed by period 2, etc.
◦ Day 2 starts with period 2 followed by
period 3, etc.

Allows all content areas to be taught
at different times of the day.
If late, students do not miss the same
class.
Results in different groupings at
lunch and less rigid social groups.

PCMS Rotating Schedule
DAY 1
Period 1

DAY 2
Period 2

DAY 3
Period 3

DAY 4
Period 4

DAY 5
Period 5

DAY 6
Period 6

Block 2
8:13-9:01

Period 2

Period 3

Period 4

Period 5

Period 6

Period 7

Block 3
9:01-9:49

Period 3

Period 4

Period 5

Period 6

Period 7

Period 1

Block 4
9:49-10:37

Period 4

Period 5

Period 6

Period 7

Period 1

Period 2

Block 5
10:37-11:58
LUNCH BLOCK
Block 6
11:59-12:47

Period 5

Period 6

Period 7

Period 1

Period 2

Period 3

Period 6

Period 7

Period 1

Period 2

Period 3

Period 4

Period 4

Period 5

Block 1
7:20-8:13

Titan Time
12:47-1:22
Block 7
1:22-2:10

TITAN TIME
Period 7

Period 1

Period 2

Period 3

31

Academics
Quarterly report cards
◦ 4 terms
◦ 45 days per quarter
◦ Progress reports mid-term

Academic Recognition
◦ High Honors: 90% or better in all classes
◦ Honors: 80% or better in all classes
Year-end academic celebrations

PowerSchool: Student Information System
Creating a PowerSchool
Account
• Parents will receive an ID and
password in late August.
• Parents can then access
PowerSchool by clicking
"Create an Account" and
entering their ID and
password.
• Be aware that the login screen
says parent but it is the same
screen that both parents and
students use when logging in.

PowerSchool: Student Information System
To log into the PowerSchool Parent/Student Portal, you will need your school’s
PowerSchool Portal URL, your child’s username, and your child’s password. This
information is located in the box below.

Student: NAME
URL: https://www.pembrokek12.org/
Student User Name: XXXXXXXX
Student Password: XXXX

We have many free clubs (e.g. podcast, leadership,
rowing). Sign ups are the first few weeks of school.
Drop by Homework Club to get homework completed in
the library before you head home. Supervised by PCMS
staff.
Late buses (with paid bus pass):
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays

Sports
Basketball, volleyball, track, &
cross country
PCMS student athletes compete against other local schools.

PCMS SPORT USER FEES:
• $50 for one child, one sport
• $100 for one child, unlimited PCMS sports
• $385 cap for a family with multiple athletes from PCMS & PHS

Transition timelines…
Wednesday, March 20th - Thursday, March 21st, 2019:
Elementary parent conferences
Monday, April 8th:
PCMS principal & school counselors visit the three elementary schools
Parent Night: Transitioning to the Middle School
Wednesday, April 10th- Thursday, April 19th: PowerSchool portal for course
selection is open
Monday, May 20th: Sixth Grade Transition Day
Mid/Late August: Schedules will be mailed home along with other important
beginning-of-the-year information
Late August: Broadcast email with blocks of times for building tours
First day of school: Extended Titan Time period to begin day and get acclimated

2018-2019 REGISTRATION WORKSHEET-ENTERING GRADE 7
STUDENT NAME: ____________________
Use this worksheet and the link below to complete the course registration process at: www.pembrokek12.org

Check the box to choose a Grade 7 Math course:
□ Accelerated Math 7 (706)
□ Math 7 (705)
Check the box to choose a Grade 7 English course:
□ Accelerated English 7 (700)
□ English 7 (701A)
Grade 7 required courses: The following courses are required of all 7th graders and will automatically be automatically scheduled.
√ Science 7 (731)
√ 21st Century Skills 7 (757)
√ Social Studies 7 (740)
√ STEM Lab 7 (770)
√ Physical Education 7 (765)
Check the box to choose a Grade 7 World Language.
□ French 1A (751)
□ Latin 1A (750A)
□ Spanish 1A (752)
Check the box for Grade 7 Alternate World Language Choice:
□ French 1A (751)
□ Latin 1A (750A)
□ Spanish 1A (752)
ELECTIVES:
CHECK IF CHOOSING A BAND/CHORUS/ORCHESTRA ELECTIVE (Terms 1 through 3) Otherwise SKIP & leave this section blank
□ BAND 7 (781A)

□ ORCHESTRA 7 (789)

□ CHORUS 7 (786)

ELECTIVES:
CHOOSE 2 if you chose a BAND/CHORUS/ORCHESTRA elective above OR CHOOSE 6 if you did not make a music selection in the box above.
□ ART 7 (775)
□ ART 2D/3D Design (593B)
□ INTRO. TO ROCK MUSIC (781R) □ EXPLORING PIANO (791)
□ DRAMA (790A)
□ MUSIC TECHNOLOGY (600) □ ENGINEERING: SIMPLE MACHINES
□ MODERN HOME ECONOMICS
□ COMPUTER PROGRAMMING I (747)

□ COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 2 (748)

The following electives will be offered in Term 4 and are optional for Band/Orchestra/Chorus who want to continue with music classes in term 4.
(CHOOSE 1 ONLY)
□ POP/ROCK BAND ENRICHMENT (892) (for Band students who want to continue with Band in Term 4)
□ POP/ROCK ORCHESTRA ENRICHMENT (899) for Orchestra students who want to continue with Orchestra in Term 4)
□ CONTEMPORARY CHORUS (904) (for Chorus students who want to continue with Chorus in Term 4)

QUESTIONS?
Transitioning to middle school can be challenging. We are happy to answer any
questions you may have. ☺

Principal: Donna McGarrigle

donna.mcgarrigle@pembrokek12.org

Assistant Principal: Tom Walsh

tom.walsh@pembrokek12.org

Guidance Counselor: Joanne McClune joanne.mcc;une@pembrokek12.org
• (grade 7 next year)

School Nurse: Joanne Earner joanne.earner@pembrokek12.org

